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Item Sets by Assessment Type for Swing Bed Providers 

 Swing Bed PPS/Item Set 
Other Assessments/Tracking Item Sets for 

Swing Bed Providers 

Assessment Type  • (SP) Swing Bed PPS assessment • Entry Tracking record 
• Death in Facility Tracking record 
• (SD) Swing Bed Discharge 
• Interim Payment Assessment (IPA) 

Assessment Type 
Combinations  

• (SP) Swing Bed PPS assessment and (SD) 
Swing Bed Discharge  

 

• N/A 
 

Tracking records (Entry and Death in Facility) and the Interim Payment Assessment can never be 
combined with other assessments. 

2.11 PPS and OBRA Assessment Combinations 
Below are some of the allowed possible assessment combinations. A provider may choose to 
combine more than two assessment types when all requirements are met. The coding of items in 
A0310 will provide the item set that the facility is required to complete. For SNFs that use a 
paper format to collect MDS data, the provider must ensure that the item set selected meets the 
requirements of all assessments coded in item A0310 (see Section 2.14). 

5-Day Assessment and OBRA Admission Assessment 
• Comprehensive item set. 
• ARD (item A2300) must be set for days 1 through 8 of the Part A SNF stay. 
• Must be completed (item Z0500B) by the end of day 14 of the stay (admission date plus 

13 calendar days). 
• See Section 2.7 and Chapter 4 for requirements for CAA process and care plan 

completion. 

5-Day Assessment and OBRA Quarterly Assessment 
• Quarterly item set. 
• ARD (item A2300) must be set for days 1 through 8 of the Part A SNF stay. 
• See Section 2.6 for OBRA Quarterly assessment completion requirements. 

5-Day Assessment and Annual Assessment 
• Comprehensive item set. 
• ARD (item A2300) must be set for days 1 through 8 of the Part A SNF stay. 
• See Section 2.6 for OBRA Annual assessment completion requirements. 
• See Section 2.7 and Chapter 4 for requirements for CAA process and care plan 

completion. 
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5-Day Assessment and Significant Change in Status Assessment 
• Comprehensive item set. 
• ARD (item A2300) must be set for days 1 through 8 of the Part A SNF stay. 
• Must be completed (item Z0500B) within 14 days after the determination that the criteria 

are met for a Significant Change in Status assessment. 
• See Section 2.7 and Chapter 4 for requirements for CAA process and care plan 

completion. 

5-Day Assessment and Significant Correction to Prior Comprehensive 
Assessment 

• Comprehensive item set. 
• ARD (item A2300) must be set for days 1 through 8 of the Part A SNF stay. 
• Must be completed (item Z0500B) within 14 days after the determination that an 

uncorrected significant error in the prior comprehensive assessment has occurred. 
• See Section 2.7 and Chapter 4 for requirements for CAA process and care plan 

completion. 

5-Day Assessment and Significant Correction to Prior Quarterly Assessment 
• See 5-Day assessment and OBRA Quarterly Assessment. 

5-Day Assessment and OBRA Discharge Assessment 
• PPS item set. 
• ARD (item A2300) must be set for the day of discharge (item A2000) and the date of 

discharge must fall within the allowed window of the 5-Day as described earlier in 
Section 2.9. 

• Must be completed (item Z0500B) within 14 days after the ARD. 

5-Day Assessment and Part A PPS Discharge Assessment 
• PPS item set. 
• ARD (item A2300) must be set for the last day of the Medicare Part A Stay (A2400C) 

and the last day of the Medicare Part A stay must fall within the allowed window of the 
5-Day assessment as described earlier in Section 2.9. 

• Must be completed (item Z0500B) within 14 days after the ARD. 
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2.12 Factors Impacting SNF PPS Assessment Scheduling8 
Resident Expires Before or On the Eighth Day of SNF Stay 

If the beneficiary dies in the SNF or while on a leave of absence before or on the eighth day of 
the covered SNF stay, the provider should prepare a 5-Day assessment as completely as possible 
and submit the assessment as required. If there is not a PPS assessment in iQIES, the provider 
must bill the default rate for any Medicare days. The provider must also complete a Death in 
Facility Tracking Record (see Section 2.6 for greater detail). 

Resident Transfers or Is Discharged Before or On the Eighth Day of SNF Stay 

If the beneficiary is discharged from the SNF or the Medicare Part A stay ends (e.g., transferred 
to another payer source) before or on the eighth day of the covered SNF stay, the provider should 
prepare a 5-Day assessment as completely as possible and submit the assessment as required. If 
there is not a PPS assessment in iQIES, the provider must bill the default rate for any Medicare 
days.  

When the Medicare Part A stay ends on or before the eighth day of the covered SNF stay, and 
the beneficiary remains in the facility, a Part A PPS Discharge assessment is required. 

When the beneficiary is discharged from the SNF, the provider must also complete an OBRA 
Discharge assessment, but if the Medicare Part A stay ends on or before the eighth day of the 
covered SNF stay and the beneficiary is physically discharged from the facility the day of or the 
day after the Part A stay ends, the Part A PPS and OBRA Discharge assessments must be 
combined. (See Sections 2.10 and 2.11 for details on combining a PPS assessment with a 
Discharge assessment.) 

Resident Is Admitted to an Acute Care Facility and Returns 

If a Medicare Part A resident is admitted to an acute care facility and later returns to the SNF to 
resume Part A coverage, the resident requires a new 5-Day assessment, unless it is an instance of 
an interrupted stay. If it is a case of an interrupted stay (i.e., the resident returns to the SNF and 
resumes Part A services in the same SNF within the 3-day interruption window), then no PPS 
assessment is required upon reentry, only an Entry tracking form. An IPA may be completed, if 
deemed appropriate. 

Resident Is Sent to Acute Care Facility, Not in SNF over Midnight, and Is Not 
Admitted to Acute Care Facility 

If a resident is out of the facility over a midnight, but for less than 24 hours, and is not admitted 
to an acute care facility, a new 5-Day PPS assessment is not required, though an IPA may be 
completed, if deemed appropriate. However, there are payment implications: the day preceding 
the midnight on which the resident was absent from the nursing home is not a covered Part A 
day. This is known as the “midnight rule.” For example, if the resident goes to the emergency 
room at 10 p.m. Wednesday, day 22 of their Part A stay, and returns at 3 a.m. the next day, 
Wednesday is not billable to Part A. As a result, the day of their return to the SNF, Thursday, 

 
8 These requirements/policies also apply to swing bed providers. 


